
From: Steve Mason
To: R6_DWH_Info@epamail.epa.gov
Subject:
Date: 05/17/2010 06:00 PM
Attachments: BP - Daulphin Island - Day 2 001.jpg

BP - Daulphin Island - Day 2 002.jpg
BP - Daulphin Island - Day 2 003.jpg
BP - Daulphin Island - Day 2 004.jpg
BP - Daulphin Island - Day 2 005.jpg
BP - Daulphin Island - Day 2 006.jpg
BP - Daulphin Island - Day 2 007.jpg
BP - Daulphin Island - Day 2 008.jpg
BP - Daulphin Island - Day 2 009.jpg
BP - Daulphin Island - Day 2 010.jpg
BP - Daulphin Island - Day 2 011.jpg
BP - Daulphin Island - Day 2 012.jpg
BP - Daulphin Island - Day 2 013.jpg
BP - Daulphin Island - Day 2 014.jpg
BP - Daulphin Island - Day 2 015.jpg
Region 6 RICP -- Appendix K -- Emergency Response Organizations and Resources.pdf
Region 6 RICP -- Appendix J -- Sensitive Environmental Areas.pdf
Region 6 RICP -- Appendix I -- General Pattern of Response Operations.pdf
Region 6 RICP -- Appendix H -- Organizational Command Structure.pdf
Region 6 RICP -- Appendix F -- Instrument of Redelegation between USCG and EPA.pdf
Region 6 RICP -- Appendix E -- Executive Orders 12580 and 12777.pdf
Region 6 RICP -- Appendix B -- Historic Properties Programmatic Agreement.pdf
Region 6 RICP -- Appendix A -- ESA Interagency MOA.pdf
Region 6 RICP -- Appendix G -- NRF- ESF-10.pdf
Region 6 RICP -- Appendix C -- Primary Backup Region 7 MOU.pdf
Region 6 RICP -- Appendix D -- Secondary Backup Region 2 MOU.pdf
Region 6 RICP -- Base Plan -- Interim.pdf

Faithfully yours
Steve

"Frequently, my thoughts get bored and walk 
down to my mouth. Often, this is a bad thing." 

Steve Mason, EPA Region 6 (6SF-PE)
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214-665-2276   /   214-665-2278 fax
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The Ongoing Administration-Wide Respon= se to the Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill

Report oiled shoreline or request volunte= er information: 
(866)-448-5816
Submit alternative response technology, s= ervices or
products:
(281) 366-5511
Submit your vessel as a vessel of opportu= nity skimming
system: 
(281) 366-5511
Submit a claim for damages: 
(800) 440-0858
Report oiled wildlife:
(866) 557-1401

 

Deepwater Horizon
Incident= 
Joint Information Center

Phone: (985) 902-5231
(985) 902-5240

 

 

  

In the Past 24 Hours:=

The President has dispatched the secretar= ies of Commerce, Interior and Homeland
Security, as well as the NOAA Administra= tor, to return to the Gulf Coast this week.
Specific details on their travel will come from their departments and agencies, but
collectively they will be inspecting the ongoing, coordinated response efforts to mitigate
the impact of the spill on public health, the environment and the economy. They will
meet with business owners to discuss potential economic impacts of this spill across
the Gulf Coast region.
Secretary Salazar, Secretary Napolitano, EPA Administrator Jackson and other members
of the Obama administration today met with BP CEO Tony Hayward and BP America
Chairman and President Lamar McKay at the Department of the Interior to discuss
ongoing, coordinat= ed response efforts and receive an update on BP’s mitigation plans
for p= otentially impacted Gulf Coast states. This is the most recent in a series of
meetings that have taken place between administration leadership and BP
leadership.<= /font>
Response crews continue to test a new tec= hnique to break up the oil before it
reaches the surface—a remotely operated underwater vehicle dispensing sub-surface
dispersant at a rate of nine gallons per minute—with encouraging results so far. Nearly
3,000 gall= ons of subsea dispersants were applied, and BP and NOAA continue to
evaluate these tests to determine the feasibility of continued use of subsea dispers=
ants.
More than 2,000 volunteers have been trai= ned to assist in the response effort to
date. Volunteer recruitment efforts include outreach to local fishermen with boats,
which can be used as vessels of opportunity to assist contractors in deploying boom.
Assistant Secretary of Labor for Occupati= onal Safety and Health Dr. David Michaels
visited Louisiana with a team of exper= ienced hazardous materials professionals
leading an effort to ensure that oil spill cleanup workers receive necessary protections
from the hazards of this work. OSHA is consulting with BP, as well as federal agency
partners, to ensure that workers receive appropriate training and protective equipmen=
t.
Nine staging areas are now set up to prot= ect vital shoreline in all potentially affected
Gulf Coast states (Biloxi, Miss., Pensacola, Fla., Pascagoula, Miss., Dauphin Island, Ala.,
Port Sulph= ur, La., Shell Beach, La., Slidell, La., Port Fourchon, La., Venice, La.).
BP is now accepting claims for the Gulf C= oast oil spill. Please call BP’s helpline at 1-
800-440-0858. A BP fact she= et with additional information is available here. For
those who have already pursued the BP claims process and are not satisf= ied with
BP’s resolution, can call the Coast Guard at 1-800-280-7118. More information about
what types of damages are eligible for compensation under the Oil Pollution Act as well
as guidance on procedures to seek that compen= sation can be found here.  
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By the Numbers to Date:

Personnel were quickly deployed and appro= ximately 3,000 are currently
responding to protect the shoreline and wildlife.
Nearly 200 vessels are responding on site, including skimmers, tugs, barges,
and recovery vessels to assist in contain= ment and cleanup efforts—in
addition to dozens of aircraft, remotely opera= ted vehicles, and multiple
mobile offshore drilling units.
Hundreds of thousands of feet of boom (ba= rrier) have been deployed to
contain the spill—nearly 700,000 feet are avail= able.
More than 1 million gallons of an oil-wat= er mix have been recovered.
More than 156,000 gallons of dispersant h= ave been deployed. An
additional 230,000 gallons are available.
Nine staging areas have been set up to pr= otect vital shoreline in all
potentially affected Gulf Coast states (Biloxi, Miss., Pensacola, Fla.,
Pascagoula, Miss., Dauphin Island, Ala., Port Sulph= ur, La., Shell Beach, La.,
Slidell, La., Port Fourchon, La., Venice, La.).
More than 2,000 volunteers have been trai= ned to assist in the response
effort to date.

 

Response Actions:

The response to the BP Oil Spill began as an emergency search and rescue
mission conducted and supported by the U.S. Coast Guard, the Navy and
other partners on April 20. 126 people were on the rig when the incident
occurred. 11 remain unaccounted for; 17 were injured, 3 of them critically.
The President immediately began actively monitoring the incident, and held
a meeting in the Oval Office on April 22 with senior officials to discuss the
situation and ongoing response. The President has been in contact with all
the governors of the states that may be affected and ordered that the
administration use every single available resource at our disposal.
Concurrently, command center operations w= ere stood up immediately in
the Gulf Coast to begin also addressing the environ= mental impact of the
incident and coordinate with all state and local governments.
The morning after the explosion, Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar
deployed Deputy Secretary David J. Hayes down to the gulf to assist with
coordination and response to the incident.
When the drill unit sank, the Administrat= ion immediately and intensely
investigated by remotely operated vehicles the entire 5,000 feet of pipe
that’s on the floor of the ocean. In that p= rocess three leaks were
identified, the most recent coming on the evening of April 28.
The Administration immediately began hold= ing regular calls with BP
leadership and numerous senior-level meetings have been held between the
administration and BP to discuss BP's response effort and federal oversight
and support.
The National Response Team (NRT), an orga= nization of 16 federal
departments and agencies responsible for coordinating emergen= cy
preparedness and response to oil and hazardous substance pollution
incidents was quickly activated and a coordinated group of federal partners-
including the United States Coast Guard, Departments of Homeland Security,
Commerce, Interior and the Environmental Protection Agency-immediately
began directing and overseeing BP's response.
The President dispatched Secretary Napoli= tano, Secretary Salazar, EPA
Administrator Lisa Jackson, Assistant to the Preside= nt for Energy and



Climate Change Policy Carol Browner and NOAA Administrator Jane
Lubchenco to the Gulf Coast to ensure all is being done to respond to this oil
spill.
EPA posted on its dedicated response website the first air mon= itoring data
it has collected in the area—with no red flags at this time.
President Obama visited the Gulf Coast to inspect response operations

coastline of the Gulf states. He was accompanied by Assistant to the
President for Homeland Security John Brennan and Assistant to the
President for Energy and Climate Change Policy Carol Browner.
NOAA is restricting fishing for a minimum of ten days in federal waters most
affected by the BP oil spill, largely between Louisiana state waters at the
mouth of the Mississippi River to waters off Florida’s Pensacola Bay. The
closure is effective immediat= ely. This order balances economic and health
concerns and only closes those areas affected by oil. Details can be found
here.
BP is now accepting claims for the Gulf C= oast oil spill. Please call BP’s
helpline at 1-800-440-0858. A BP fact she= et with additional information is
available here. For those who have already pursued the BP claims process
and are not satisf= ied with BP’s resolution, can call the Coast Guard at 1-
800-280-7118. More information about what types of damages are eligible
for compensation under the Oil Pollution Act as well as guidance on
procedures to seek that compen= sation can be found here.  
Secretaries Janet Napolitano and Ken Sala= zar spoke by conference call to
Governors Haley Barbour (MS), Bob Riley (AL), Rick Perry (TX), Charlie Crist
(FL) and the Deputy Chief of Staff to Gov. Bobby Jindal (LA). Gov. Jindal was
with President Obama. They briefed the Governors on the ongoing response
to the BP oil spill in the gulf. They spoke specifically about efforts to stop
the oil leaks and mitigating the oil's impact on the shorelines of their states.
Additionally, they spoke about ways to enhance what has been strong
cooperation between the federal government and the states. The Secretaries
and Governors agreed to speak again on May 4.
BP has indicated it will reimburse volunt= eers at the rate of $10 per hour.
Contractors are also hiring people to support shoreline clean up. Contractor
rates go as high as $18 per hour for supervi= sors.
The President has dispatched the secretar= ies of Commerce, Interior and
Homeland Security, as well as the NOAA Administra= tor, to return to the
Gulf Coast this week. Specific details on their travel will come from their
departments and agencies, but collectively they will be inspecting the
ongoing, coordinated response efforts, the impact of the spill on wildlife and
the environment, and meeting with business owners to discuss potential
economic impacts of this spill across the Gulf Coast region.
Secretary Salazar, Secretary Napolitano, EPA Administrator Jackson and
other members of the Obama administration today met with BP CEO Tony
Hayward and BP America Chairman and President Lamar McKay at the
Department of the Interior to discuss ongoing, coordinat= ed response
efforts and receive an update on BP’s mitigation plans for p= otentially
impacted Gulf Coast states. This is the most recent in a series of meetings
that have taken place between administration leadership and BP
leadership.<= /font>
Response crews continue to test a new tec= hnique to break up the oil
before it reaches the surface—a remotely operated underwater vehicle
dispensing sub-surface dispersant at a rate of nine gallons per minute—with
encouraging results so far. Nearly 3,000 gall= ons of subsea dispersants
were applied, and BP and NOAA continue to evaluate these tests to
determine the feasibility of continued use of subsea dispers= ants.
More than 2,000 volunteers have been trai= ned to assist in the response
effort to date. Volunteer recruitment efforts include outreach to local
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fishermen with boats, which can be used as vessels of opportunity to assist
contractors in deploying boom.
Assistant Secretary of Labor for Occupati= onal Safety and Health Dr. David
Michaels visited Louisiana with a team of exper= ienced hazardous materials
professionals leading an effort to ensure that oil spill cleanup workers
receive necessary protections from the hazards of this work. OSHA is
consulting with BP, as well as federal agency partners, to ensure that
workers receive appropriate training and protective equipmen= t. 

Websites and Hotlines:<= /i>

For information about the response effort, visit
www.deepwaterhorizonresponse.com.
To volunteer, call 1-866-448-5816.
To report oiled wildlife, call 1-866-557-= 1401. Messages will be checked
hourly.
To report spill related damage, please ca= ll 1-800-440-0858.  
For information about validated environme= ntal air and water sampling
results, visit www.epa.gov/bpspill.
To file a claim, call BP’s helpline= at 1-800-440-0858. A BP fact sheet with
additional information is available here. For those who have already pursued
the BP claims process and are not satisf= ied with BP’s resolution, can call
the Coast Guard at 1-800-280-7118. &nb= sp;More information about what
types of damages are eligible for compensation under the Oil Pollution Act
as well as guidance on procedures to seek that compen= sation can be
found here.  

 

Coordinated Interagency Asset Dep= loyment and Response:

The Department of Defense is fully integr= ated into the DHS-led team and
fully supportive of all response activities. The Coast Guard and Department
of Defense continue to work closely together, anticipating requirements,
identifying response options, and rapidly provid= ing response support.
The Minerals Management Service remains in contact with all oil and gas
operators in the sheen area. Two platforms have stopped production and
one has been evacuated as a safety measure. Approximately 6.2 million
cubic feet of natural gas is shut-in—less t= han one-tenth of a percent of
daily gas production in the Gulf of Mexico.
MMS is continuing inspection of all deepw= ater rigs and platforms as
mandated by Secretary Salazar in the aftermath of the incident. MMS
continues to ensure that BP moves forward on all methods to temporarily
and permanently secure the source of the spill. Agency exper= ts are
working hand-in-hand with their Coast Guard counterparts to determine the
original cause of the well flow and subsequent explosion.
As the nation’s leading scientific = resource for oil spills, NOAA has been on
the scene of the BP spill from the start, providing coordinated scientific
weather and biological response services to federal, state and local
organizations. NOAA spill specialists are advis= ing the U.S. Coast Guard on
cleanup options as well as advising all affected federal, state and local
partners on sensitive marine resources at risk in this area of the Gulf of
Mexico.
Two Modular Aerial Spray System (MASS) ai= rcraft have been deployed in
support of the incident in the Gulf of Mexico. Both aircraft have multiple
missions scheduled daily, contingent on weather. These aircraft can
dispense the same dispersant chemical being used by BP and the federal
responders. Each system is capable of covering up to 250 acres per flight
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with three flights per aircraft per day.
A C-17 aircraft carrying pollution respon= se boom components for support
flew from Travis AFB in California and has arrived at Mobile International
Airport.
In direct support of the Coast Guard under an existing pollution clean-up
and salvage operations agreement, the Navy is providing a variety of oil
pollution control equipment. The Navy has sent thousands of feet of
inflatable oil boom with mooring equipment, sever= al skimming systems,
related support gear, and personnel to support oil spill response efforts.
Naval Air Station Pensacola is serving as a staging facil= ity for Coast Guard
contractor-provided equipment.
In response to the BP oil spill, the Secr= etary of Defense has authorized
under Title 32 the mobilization of the Louisiana National Guard to help in
the ongoing efforts to assist local communities in the cleanup and removal
of oil and to protect critical habitats from contamination. As the responsible
party in this incident, the government will hold BP accountable for the costs
of the deployment.

 

Spill of National Significance &a= mp; National Incident Commander:

Secretary Napolitano announced that this incident is a Spill of National
Significance (SONS) on April 29. This desig= nation built on the efforts
already underway from day one to leverage the full resources from across
the federal government and ensure that all resources are brought to bear in
response to this event.
A SONS designation recognizes the need for a strategic management
framework that ensures full engagement at the highest levels of the
administration via the National Incident Commander. There is no additional
funding or authority that comes with a SONS designation, as that authority
already existed prior to this designation.
As part of the designation of the BP Oil Spill as a Spill of National
Significance, Secretary Napolitano announced that U.S. Coast Guard
Commandant Admiral Thad Allen will serve as the Natio= nal Incident
Commander on May 1 for the administration's continued, coordinated
response—providing additional coordinated oversight in leveraging eve= ry
available resource to respond to the BP oil spill and minimize the associat=
ed environmental risks.
As National Incident Commander, Admiral A= llen will continue to work
closely with Coast Guard Rear Admiral Mary Landry, the federal on-scene
coordinator, and the Departments of Homeland Security, Defense, Interior
and Commerce, the Environmental Protection Agency and other federal
departments and agencies as appropriate—as well as BP, = the responsible
party in the spill—to ensure the efficient continued depl= oyment and
coordination of vital response assets, personnel and equipment that were
activated immediately after the spill began. 

Joint DHS-DOI Investigation= :

Early on, the President directed respondi= ng agencies to not only devote
every resource to respond to this incident but to also determine its cause.
Secretary Napolitano and Secretary Salazar signed an order establishing the
next steps for a joint investigation that is currently underway into the
causes of the explosion of the drilling rig Deepwater Horizon in the Gulf of
Mexico. The U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) and the Minerals Management Service
(MMS) share jurisdiction for the invest= igation.
The joint investigation, which began on A= pril 21, will have the power to



issue subpoenas, hold public hearings, call witnesses, and take other steps
that may be needed to determine the cause of the incident. It is proceeding
under a Joint Statement of Principles and Convening Order, which convenes
the formal joint investigation, and a Memorandum of Agreement, which lays
out roles and responsibilities that relate to each agency’s area of
expertise.<= /font>

 

Fishing Restrictions<= /font>

NOAA is restricting fishing for a minimum of ten days in federal waters most
affected by the BP oil spill, largely between Louisiana state waters at the
mouth of the Mississippi River to waters off Florida’s Pensacola Bay. The
closure is effective immediat= ely. This order balances economic and health
concerns and only closes those areas affected by oil. Details can be found
here.
Statement from Harlon Pearce, Chairman, L= ouisiana Seafood Promotion
and Marketing Board: “The precautionary closure of = the federal waters off
the coast of Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama and part of Florida is a
necessary action to insure the citizens of the United States and abroad that
our seafood will maintain the highest level of quality we expect from the
Gulf of Mexico. As chairman of  the Louisiana Seafo= od Promotion and
Marketing Board, I applaud Dr.  Lubchenco’s decisi= on to insure everyone
that all seafood in the Gulf is of the highest quality and is safe to eat.”
Statement from Ewell Smith, Executive Dir= ector, Louisiana Seafood Board:
“We Support NOAA’s precautionary closu= re of the affected area so that
the American consumer has confidence that the seafood they eat is safe.  It
is also very important to underscore the fact that this closure is only the
affected area of the Gulf of Mexico, not the entire Gulf.  The state waters of
Louisiana West of the Missis= sippi River are still open and the seafood
coming from that area is safe.  T= hat portion of waters represents about
77% of Louisiana seafood production of a 2.4 billion dollar economic impact
to the state.”

 

Editorials and Validations:

Mobile (Ala.) Press-Register “Edito= rial: Smart to put Coast Guard
commandant in charge:” THE BEST move by the = Obama administration
since the Deepwater Horizon rig caught fire is putting Adm. Thad Allen,
commandant of the U.S. Coast Guard, in charge. LINK

 

CONTACT INFORMATION

To report oiled shoreline or request volun= teer information: (866)-448-5816

To submit alternative response technology, services or products: (281) 366-5511

To submit your vessel as a vessel of oppor= tunity skimming system: (281) 366-
5511

To submit a claim for damages: (800) 440-0= 858

To report oiled wildlife: (866) 557-1401
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To contact the Deepwater Horizon Joint Inf= ormation Center: (985) 902-5231

----- Forwarded by S= teve Mason/R6/USEPA/US on 05/17/2010 06:42 AM ----- 

From: Steve
Mason/R6/USEPA/US

To:
"Vollmer, Art, NMENV"
<=
art.vollmer@state.nm.us>

Date: 05/04/2010 08:13 AM

Subject:

Re: FW: Update on
Administration-wide
response efforts in the
Gulf Coast

Can you send me your cell phone numb= er also for the Directory... we do not
publicly release that directory... 

Faithfully yours
Steve

"Frequently, my thoughts get bored and walk 
down to my mouth. Often, this is a bad thing." 

Steve Mason, EPA Region 6 (6SF-PE)
1445 Ross Avenue, Dallas, TX  75202
214-665-2276   /   214-665-2278 fax

From: "Vollmer, Art, NMENV" <=
art.vollmer@state.nm.us>

To: Steve
Mason/R6/USEPA/US@EPA

Date: 05/03/2010 02:27 PM

Subject:

FW: Update on
Administration-wide re=
sponse efforts in the Gulf
Coast

Steve Connolly has resigned from NMED. &nbs= p;Please replace him with me as
your contact for the NMED Hazardous Waste Bureau. 
  



Art Vollmer 
Compliance Program Manager 
NMED Hazardous Waste Bureau 
Phone: (505) 476-6004 
P   Please consider the environment before printing. 
-----------------------------------------= -- 
From: Mason.= Steve@epamail.epa.gov[SMTP:MASON.STEVE@EPAMAIL.EPA.GOV]

Sent: Saturd= ay, May 01, 2010 12:51:28 PM 
To: Aimee.Be= veridge@rrc.state.tx.us; barry.joffrion@placidrefining.com; 
bonnie.mckelvey@oem.ok.gov; Brit.Featherston@usdoj.gov; 
buzz.martin@glo.state.tx.us; byron.ellington@rrc.state.tx.us; 
camille.r.destafney@navy.mil; campagna.philip@epa.gov; 
carroll.craig@epa.gov; charlie.henry@noaa.gov; 
chris.foreman@adem.arkansas.gov; constantine.g.marinos@usace.army.mil; 
dan.crawford@gsa.gov; Bahar, Dana, NMENV; 
daniel.e.jaramillo@nm.ngb.army.mil; david.w.sills@usace.army.mil; 
dedrick.hoskins@us.army.mil; Dewayne.White@dps.la.gov; 
don.macpherson@ic.fbi.gov; donald.hall@txdps.state.tx.us; 
fred.liebe@oem.ok.gov; gary.a.stangeland@usace.army.mil; 
gary.gordon@dhs.gov; gene.dunegan@dps.la.gov; 
greg.pollock@glo.state.tx.us; gregory=5Fhogue@ios.doi.gov; 
Harold.Wright@mms.gov; hilary.gafford@westonsolutions.com; 
James=5FLoach@nps.gov; James.E.Hanzalik@uscg.mil;
james.wallace@spr.doe.gov; 
jeff.meyers@la.gov; jessica.white@noaa.gov; jet.hays@tx.ngb.army.mil; 
Jim=5FConroy@nps.gov; jimoverman@att.net; jlewelli@tceq.state.tx.us; 
john.haynes@ttuhsc.edu; john.tintera@rrc.state.tx.us; 
jt.ewing@glo.state.tx.us; jtemperilli@wittassociates.com; 
karen.g.price@la.gov; Karolien.Debusschere@la.gov; 
kcrunk@tceq.state.tx.us; kenny.harmon@adem.arkansas.gov; 
Larry.I.Mendoza@usace.army.mil; laverm-young@us.army.mil; 
Shin, Lee, DHSEM; linda.howell@nrc.gov; lorie.lafon@dhs.gov; 
louis.lightner@hhs.gov; lynne.moss@deq.ok.gov; manuel.espinosa@dot.gov; 
marcus.hatley@ar.ngb.army.mil; mason.steve@epa.gov; 
michael.baccigalopi@glo.state.tx.us; mick.cote@hhs.gov; 
mike.davenport@navy.mil; mike.goldsworthy@dhs.gov; monty.elder@deq.ok.gov; 
mould.kevin@epa.gov; Parette@adeq.state.ar.us; patrick.brady@bnsf.com; 
Patrick.neal@spr.doe.gov; paul.d.krebs@usace.army.mil; 
Paul.Gilbreath@hq.dhs.gov; peter.ricca@la.gov; Peter.troedsson@uscg.mil; 
petersen.chris@epa.gov; PoynterRM@state.gov; Richard.mcdaniel@deq.ok.gov; 
rick.shutt@spr.doe.gov; robert.hominick@gsa.gov; roland.guidry@la.gov; 
rsimmons@es2-inc.com; Russ.Peery@gsa.gov; smcdonald@fs.fed.us; 
spweaver@fs.fed.us; stephen=5Fspencer@ios.doi.gov; Connolly, Stephen,
NMENV; 
stephen.hurst@fmcsa.dot.gov; Syed.M.Qadir@uscg.mil; tjobrien@up.com; 
vanderhoff@adeq.state.ar.us; wade.parks@txdps.state.tx.us; 
webb.christine@dol.gov; wheeler.young@dol.gov; william.gibson@spr.doe.gov; 
william.gross1@conus.army.mil; william.miertschin@rrc.state.tx.us; 
William.w.goetzee@uscg.mil; wingo.dean@dol.gov; young.patrick@epa.gov; 
Hansen.Mark@epamail.epa.gov; Crossland.Ronnie@epamail.epa.gov; 
Staves.James@epamail.epa.gov 
Cc: R6=5FOSC= @epamail.epa.gov; Coleman.Sam@epamail.epa.gov; McFarlane,
Earle 
Subject: Upd= ate on Administration-wide response efforts in the Gulf Coast 
Auto forwarded by a Rule 

DATE: May 01, 2010 13:44:31 CST 



Update on Administration-wide response efforts in the Gulf Coast=

Deepwater Horizon Incident= 
Joint Information Center

Phone: (985) 902-5231
(985) 902-5240

The response to the BP Oil Spill began as an emergency search and rescue
mission by the U.S. Coast Guard and other partners on April 20.

Concurrently, command center operations were stood up imm= ediately in the
Gulf Coast to begin also addressing the environmental impact of the incident.

The morning after the explosion, Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar deployed
Deputy Secretary David J. Hayes down to the gulf to assist with coordination and
response to the incident.

The Administration immediately began holding regular calls with BP leadership
and numerous senior-level meetings have been held between the administration
and BP to discuss BP's response effort and federal overs= ight and support.

The National Response Team (NRT), an organization of 16 federal departments
and agencies responsible for coordinating emergency preparedness and response
to oil and hazardous substance pollution incidents was quickly activated and a
coordinated group of federal partners-including the United States Coast Guard,
Departments of Homeland Security, Commerce, Interior and the Environmental
Protection Agency-immediately began directing and overseeing BP's response.

The President immediately began actively monitoring the incident and consulting
on the response. The President has been in contact with all the governors of the
states that may be affected and ordered that the administration use every single
available resource at our disposal.

The Department of Defense is fully integrated into the DHS-led team and fully
supportive of all response activities. Navy assets have been involved since day
#1, and the Coast Guard and Department of Defense continue to work closely
together, anticipating requirements, ident= ifying response options, and rapidly
providing response support.

The Secretary of Defense has approved a request for two C-130 aircraft with
Modular Aerial Spray Systems (MASS), which are currently en route to the
affected area. The Coast Guard has requested assistance from the Department of
Defense for these aircraft.

These aircraft dispense the same dispersant chemical being used by BP and the
federal responders. Each system is capable of covering up to 250 acres per flight
with three flights per aircraft per day.<= font size=3D3>

Additionally, in direct support of the Coast Guard under an existing pollution
clean-up and salvage operations agreement, the Navy is providing a variety of oil
pollution control equipment. The Navy has sent thousands of feet of inflatable oil
boom with mooring equipment, sever= al skimming systems, related support
gear, and personnel to support oil spill response efforts. Naval Air Station
Pensacola is serving as a staging facil= ity for Coast Guard contractor-provided
equipment.

To prepare for the possible spreading of the oil slick across the Gulf Coast and in



support of the 2nd Unified command Center in Mobile, Ala., Department of
Defense is airlifting additional boom materi= als to Mobile later today. The
booms are currently located on four tractor trailers to expedite transportation on
the receiving end.

Early on, the President directed responding agencies to not only devote every
resource to respond to this incident but to also determine its cause. Earlier this
week, Secretary of Homeland Security Janet Napolitano and Secretary of the
Interior Ken Salazar laid out the next steps for the investigation.

The President has also dispatched Secretary Napolitano, Secretary Salazar, EPA
Administrator Jackson, Assistant to the President for Energy and Climate Change
Policy Carol Browner and NOAA Administrator Jane Lubchenco to the Gulf Coast
to ensure all is being done to respond to this oil spill.

Secretary Napolitano announced that this incident is a spill of national
significance, the Department of Interior has announced that they will be sending
SWAT teams to the Gulf to inspect all platforms and rigs, and the EPA is
conducting air monitoring activities to gather information on the impact of the
controlled burn on air quality.

As part of the designation of the BP Oil Spill as a Spill of National Significance,
Secretary Napolitano has announced that U.S. Coast Guard Commandant Admiral
Thad Allen will serve as the National Incide= nt Commander for the
administration's continued, coordinated response—pr= oviding additional
authority and oversight in leveraging every available resource to respond to the
BP oil spill and minimize the associated environmental risks.

As National Incident Commander, Admiral Allen will contin= ue to work closely
with Coast Guard Rear Admiral Mary Landry, the federal on-scene coordinator,
and the Departments of Homeland Security, Defense, Interior and Commerce, the
Environmental Protection Agency and other federal departments and agencies as
appropriate—as well as BP, the responsible party in the spill—to ensure the
efficient continued deployment and c= oordination of vital response assets,
personnel and equipment that were activated immed= iately after the spill
began.

To keep the public informed about the latest, validated environmental air and
water sampling results, EPA has launched a dedicated website at =
www.epa.gov/bpspill, which will also provide information on the broader federal
response.

For overall information about the response effort the pub= lic can go to <=
u>www.deepwaterhorizonresponse.com

In response to the BP oil spill, the Secretary of Defense is authorizing under title
32 the mobilization of the Louisiana National Guard to help in the ongoing efforts
to assist local communities in the cleanup and removal of oil and to protect
critical habitats from contaminat= ion. As the responsible party in this incident,
the government will hold BP accountable for the costs of the deployment.

The Minerals Management Service remains in contact with all oil and gas
operators in the sheen area. Two platforms have stopped production and one has
been evacuated as a safety measure. Approximately 6.2 million cubic feet of
natural gas is shut-in—less than one-tenth = of a percent of daily gas production
in the Gulf of Mexico.

As the nation’s leading scientific resource for oil= spills, NOAA has been on the
scene of the BP spill from the start, providing coordi= nated scientific weather
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and biological response services to federal, state and local organizations. NOAA
spill specialists are advising the U.S. Coast Guard on cleanup options as well as
advising all affected federal, state and local partners on sensitive marine
resources at risk in this area of the Gulf of Mexico.

Rapid response teams are staged to deploy to shorelines affected by oil to
evaluate and determine an appropriate clean-up effort to minimize the impact to
the environment.

A volunteer program has been established and a toll-free number—(866)-448-
5816—set up for people to call to learn about = volunteer opportunities in all
areas and what training is required.

By the Numbers to Date:

Personnel were quickly deployed and nearly 2,000 are cur= rently
responding to protect the shoreline and wildlife—hundreds more than y=
esterday.
Approximately 75 response vessels have been responding on site, including
skimmers, tugs, barges, and recovery vessels to assist in containment and
cleanup efforts—in addition to dozens of aircraft, remotely operated
vehicles, and multiple mobile offshore drilling units.
More than 275,000 feet of boom (barrier) have been deplo= yed to contain
the spill—an increase of nearly 60,000 feet since yesterda= y. An additional
316,470 feet is available.
More than 1 million gallons of an oil-water mix have been recovered—an
increase of approximately 150,000 gallons since yesterda= y.
Nearly 143,000 gallons of dispersant have been deployed&= #8212;an
increase of more than 3,500 gallons since yesterday. An additional 68,300
gallons are available.
Six staging areas (Biloxi, Miss., Pensacola, Fla., Venic= e, La., Pascagoula,
Miss. and Theodore, Ala., and Port Sulphur, La.) were set up to protect
sensitive shorelines.
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----- Forwarded by S= teve Mason/R6/USEPA/US on 05/17/2010 06:42 AM ----- 

From: Steve
Mason/R6/USEPA/US

To:
"Lightner, Louis
(HHS/ASPR/OPEO= )"
<Louis.Lightner@hhs.gov>

Date: 05/04/2010 08:12 AM
RE: The Ongoing



Subject:
Administration-Wide
Response to the
Deepwater Horizon Oil
Spill

The Unified Command report... 

Faithfully yours
Steve

"Frequently, my thoughts get bored and walk 
down to my mouth. Often, this is a bad thing." 

Steve Mason, EPA Region 6 (6SF-PE)
1445 Ross Avenue, Dallas, TX  75202
214-665-2276   /   214-665-2278 fax

From:
"Lightner, Louis
(HHS/ASPR/OPEO= )"
<Louis.Lightner@hhs.gov>

To: Steve
Mason/R6/USEPA/US@EPA

Date: 05/04/2010 08:12 AM

Subject:

RE: The Ongoing
Administration-Wide
Response to the
Deepwater Horizon Oil
Spill

Hey Steve so is this the = RRT report for the event? 
 

From: Mason.Steve@epamail.epa.gov [mailto:Mason.Steve@epamail.epa.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, May 04, 2010 8:09 AM
Subject: The Ongoing Administration-Wide Response to the Deepwater Horizon
Oil Spill 
  
 

DATE: May 03, 2010 18:29:36 CST 

The Ongoing Administration-Wide Response to the Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill=
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Report oiled shoreline or reque= st volunteer information:

(866)-448-5816
Submit alternative response tec= hnology, services or
products:
(281) 366-5511
Submit your vessel as a vessel of opportunity skimming
system: 
(281) 366-5511
Submit a claim for damages: 
(800) 440-0858
Report oiled wildlife:
(866) 557-1401

 

Deepwater Horizon
Incident= 
Joint Information Center

Phone: (985) 902-5231
(985) 902-5240

 

 

 

 
 

In the Past 24 Hours:=

The President has dispatched the secretar= ies of Commerce, Interior and
Homeland Security, as well as the NOAA Administra= tor, to return to the
Gulf Coast this week. Specific details on their travel will come from their
departments and agencies, but collectively they will be inspecting the
ongoing, coordinated response efforts to mitigate the impact of the spill on
public health, the environment and the economy. They will meet with
business owners to discuss potential economic impacts of this spill across
the Gulf Coast region.
Secretary Salazar, Secretary Napolitano, EPA Administrator Jackson and
other members of the Obama administration today met with BP CEO Tony
Hayward and BP America Chairman and President Lamar McKay at the
Department of the Interior to discuss ongoing, coordinat= ed response
efforts and receive an update on BP’s mitigation plans for p= otentially
impacted Gulf Coast states. This is the most recent in a series of meetings
that have taken place between administration leadership and BP
leadership.<= /font>
Response crews continue to test a new tec= hnique to break up the oil
before it reaches the surface—a remotely operated underwater vehicle
dispensing sub-surface dispersant at a rate of nine gallons per minute—with
encouraging results so far. Nearly 3,000 gall= ons of subsea dispersants
were applied, and BP and NOAA continue to evaluate these tests to
determine the feasibility of continued use of subsea dispers= ants.
More than 2,000 volunteers have been trai= ned to assist in the response
effort to date. Volunteer recruitment efforts include outreach to local
fishermen with boats, which can be used as vessels of opportunity to assist
contractors in deploying boom.
Assistant Secretary of Labor for Occupati= onal Safety and Health Dr. David
Michaels visited Louisiana with a team of exper= ienced hazardous materials
professionals leading an effort to ensure that oil spill cleanup workers
receive necessary protections from the hazards of this work. OSHA is
consulting with BP, as well as federal agency partners, to ensure that
workers receive appropriate training and protective equipmen= t.
Nine staging areas are now set up to prot= ect vital shoreline in all
potentially affected Gulf Coast states (Biloxi, Miss., Pensacola, Fla.,



Pascagoula, Miss., Dauphin Island, Ala., Port Sulph= ur, La., Shell Beach, La.,
Slidell, La., Port Fourchon, La., Venice, La.).
BP is now accepting claims for the Gulf C= oast oil spill. Please call BP’s
helpline at 1-800-440-0858. A BP fact she= et with additional information is
available here. For those who have already pursued the BP claims process
and are not satisf= ied with BP’s resolution, can call the Coast Guard at 1-
800-280-7118. More information about what types of damages are eligible
for compensation under the Oil Pollution Act as well as guidance on
procedures to seek that compen= sation can be found here.  

 

By the Numbers to Date:

Personnel were quickly deployed and appro= ximately 3,000 are currently
responding to protect the shoreline and wildlife.
Nearly 200 vessels are responding on site, including skimmers, tugs, barges,
and recovery vessels to assist in contain= ment and cleanup efforts—in
addition to dozens of aircraft, remotely opera= ted vehicles, and multiple
mobile offshore drilling units.
Hundreds of thousands of feet of boom (ba= rrier) have been deployed to
contain the spill—nearly 700,000 feet are avail= able.
More than 1 million gallons of an oil-wat= er mix have been recovered.
More than 156,000 gallons of dispersant h= ave been deployed. An
additional 230,000 gallons are available.
Nine staging areas have been set up to pr= otect vital shoreline in all
potentially affected Gulf Coast states (Biloxi, Miss., Pensacola, Fla.,
Pascagoula, Miss., Dauphin Island, Ala., Port Sulph= ur, La., Shell Beach, La.,
Slidell, La., Port Fourchon, La., Venice, La.).
More than 2,000 volunteers have been trai= ned to assist in the response
effort to date.

 

Response Actions:

The response to the BP Oil Spill began as an emergency search and rescue
mission conducted and supported by the U.S. Coast Guard, the Navy and
other partners on April 20. 126 people were on the rig when the incident
occurred. 11 remain unaccounted for; 17 were injured, 3 of them
critically.The President immediately began actively monitoring the incident,
and held a meeting in the Oval Office on April 22 with senior officials to
discuss the situation and ongoing response. The President has been in
contact with all the governors of the states that may be affected and
ordered that the administration use every single available resource at our
disposal.
Concurrently, command center operations w= ere stood up immediately in
the Gulf Coast to begin also addressing the environ= mental impact of the
incident and coordinate with all state and local governments.
The morning after the explosion, Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar
deployed Deputy Secretary David J. Hayes down to the gulf to assist with
coordination and response to the incident.
When the drill unit sank, the Administrat= ion immediately and intensely
investigated by remotely operated vehicles the entire 5,000 feet of pipe
that’s on the floor of the ocean. In that p= rocess three leaks were
identified, the most recent coming on the evening of April 28.
The Administration immediately began hold= ing regular calls with BP
leadership and numerous senior-level meetings have been held between the
administration and BP to discuss BP's response effort and federal oversight
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and support.
The National Response Team (NRT), an orga= nization of 16 federal
departments and agencies responsible for coordinating emergen= cy
preparedness and response to oil and hazardous substance pollution
incidents was quickly activated and a coordinated group of federal partners-
including the United States Coast Guard, Departments of Homeland Security,
Commerce, Interior and the Environmental Protection Agency-immediately
began directing and overseeing BP's response.
The President dispatched Secretary Napoli= tano, Secretary Salazar, EPA
Administrator Lisa Jackson, Assistant to the Preside= nt for Energy and
Climate Change Policy Carol Browner and NOAA Administrator Jane
Lubchenco to the Gulf Coast to ensure all is being done to respond to this oil
spill.
EPA posted on its dedicated response website the first air monitoring data it
has collected in the area—with no red flags at this time.
President Obama visited the Gulf Coast to inspect response operations

coastline of the Gulf states. He was accompanied by Assistant to the
President for Homeland Security John Brennan and Assistant to the
President for Energy and Climate Change Policy Carol Browner.
NOAA is restricting fishing for a minimum of ten days in federal waters most
affected by the BP oil spill, largely between Louisiana state waters at the
mouth of the Mississippi River to waters off Florida’s Pensacola Bay. The
closure is effective immediat= ely. This order balances economic and health
concerns and only closes those areas affected by oil. Details can be found
here<= /a>.
BP is now accepting claims for the Gulf C= oast oil spill. Please call BP’s
helpline at 1-800-440-0858. A BP fact she= et with additional information is
available here. For those who have already pursued the BP claims process
and are not satisf= ied with BP’s resolution, can call the Coast Guard at 1-
800-280-7118. More information about what types of damages are eligible
for compensation under the Oil Pollution Act as well as guidance on
procedures to seek that compen= sation can be found here.  
Secretaries Janet Napolitano and Ken Sala= zar spoke by conference call to
Governors Haley Barbour (MS), Bob Riley (AL), Rick Perry (TX), Charlie Crist
(FL) and the Deputy Chief of Staff to Gov. Bobby Jindal (LA). Gov. Jindal was
with President Obama. They briefed the Governors on the ongoing response
to the BP oil spill in the gulf. They spoke specifically about efforts to stop
the oil leaks and mitigating the oil's impact on the shorelines of their states.
Additionally, they spoke about ways to enhance what has been strong
cooperation between the federal government and the states. The Secretaries
and Governors agreed to speak again on May 4.
BP has indicated it will reimburse volunt= eers at the rate of $10 per hour.
Contractors are also hiring people to support shoreline clean up. Contractor
rates go as high as $18 per hour for supervi= sors.
The President has dispatched the secretar= ies of Commerce, Interior and
Homeland Security, as well as the NOAA Administra= tor, to return to the
Gulf Coast this week. Specific details on their travel will come from their
departments and agencies, but collectively they will be inspecting the
ongoing, coordinated response efforts, the impact of the spill on wildlife and
the environment, and meeting with business owners to discuss potential
economic impacts of this spill across the Gulf Coast region.
Secretary Salazar, Secretary Napolitano, EPA Administrator Jackson and
other members of the Obama administration today met with BP CEO Tony
Hayward and BP America Chairman and President Lamar McKay at the
Department of the Interior to discuss ongoing, coordinat= ed response
efforts and receive an update on BP’s mitigation plans for p= otentially
impacted Gulf Coast states. This is the most recent in a series of meetings
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that have taken place between administration leadership and BP
leadership.<= /font>
Response crews continue to test a new tec= hnique to break up the oil
before it reaches the surface—a remotely operated underwater vehicle
dispensing sub-surface dispersant at a rate of nine gallons per minute—with
encouraging results so far. Nearly 3,000 gall= ons of subsea dispersants
were applied, and BP and NOAA continue to evaluate these tests to
determine the feasibility of continued use of subsea dispers= ants.
More than 2,000 volunteers have been trai= ned to assist in the response
effort to date. Volunteer recruitment efforts include outreach to local
fishermen with boats, which can be used as vessels of opportunity to assist
contractors in deploying boom.
Assistant Secretary of Labor for Occupati= onal Safety and Health Dr. David
Michaels visited Louisiana with a team of exper= ienced hazardous materials
professionals leading an effort to ensure that oil spill cleanup workers
receive necessary protections from the hazards of this work. OSHA is
consulting with BP, as well as federal agency partners, to ensure that
workers receive appropriate training and protective equipmen= t.

Websites and Hotlines:

For information about the response effort, visit
www.deepwaterhorizonresponse.com.
To volunteer, call 1-866-448-5816.
To report oiled wildlife, call 1-866-557-= 1401. Messages will be checked
hourly.
To report spill related damage, please ca= ll 1-800-440-0858.  
For information about validated environme= ntal air and water sampling
results, visit www.epa.gov/bpspill.
To file a claim, call BP’s helpline= at 1-800-440-0858. A BP fact sheet with
additional information is available here. For those who have already pursued
the BP claims process and are not satisf= ied with BP’s resolution, can call
the Coast Guard at 1-800-280-7118. &nb= sp;More information about what
types of damages are eligible for compensation under the Oil Pollution Act
as well as guidance on procedures to seek that compen= sation can be
found here.  

 

Coordinated Interagency Asset Dep= loyment and Response:

The Department of Defense is fully integr= ated into the DHS-led team and
fully supportive of all response activities. The Coast Guard and Department
of Defense continue to work closely together, anticipating requirements,
identifying response options, and rapidly provid= ing response support.
The Minerals Management Service remains in contact with all oil and gas
operators in the sheen area. Two platforms have stopped production and
one has been evacuated as a safety measure. Approximately 6.2 million
cubic feet of natural gas is shut-in—less t= han one-tenth of a percent of
daily gas production in the Gulf of Mexico.
MMS is continuing inspection of all deepw= ater rigs and platforms as
mandated by Secretary Salazar in the aftermath of the incident. MMS
continues to ensure that BP moves forward on all methods to temporarily
and permanently secure the source of the spill. Agency exper= ts are
working hand-in-hand with their Coast Guard counterparts to determine the
original cause of the well flow and subsequent explosion.
As the nation’s leading scientific = resource for oil spills, NOAA has been on
the scene of the BP spill from the start, providing coordinated scientific
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weather and biological response services to federal, state and local
organizations. NOAA spill specialists are advis= ing the U.S. Coast Guard on
cleanup options as well as advising all affected federal, state and local
partners on sensitive marine resources at risk in this area of the Gulf of
Mexico.
Two Modular Aerial Spray System (MASS) ai= rcraft have been deployed in
support of the incident in the Gulf of Mexico. Both aircraft have multiple
missions scheduled daily, contingent on weather. These aircraft can
dispense the same dispersant chemical being used by BP and the federal
responders. Each system is capable of covering up to 250 acres per flight
with three flights per aircraft per day.
A C-17 aircraft carrying pollution respon= se boom components for support
flew from Travis AFB in California and has arrived at Mobile International
Airport.
In direct support of the Coast Guard under an existing pollution clean-up
and salvage operations agreement, the Navy is providing a variety of oil
pollution control equipment. The Navy has sent thousands of feet of
inflatable oil boom with mooring equipment, sever= al skimming systems,
related support gear, and personnel to support oil spill response efforts.
Naval Air Station Pensacola is serving as a staging facil= ity for Coast Guard
contractor-provided equipment.
In response to the BP oil spill, the Secr= etary of Defense has authorized
under Title 32 the mobilization of the Louisiana National Guard to help in
the ongoing efforts to assist local communities in the cleanup and removal
of oil and to protect critical habitats from contamination. As the responsible
party in this incident, the government will hold BP accountable for the costs
of the deployment.

 Spill of National Significance &a= mp; National Incident Commander:

Secretary Napolitano announced that this incident is a Spill of National
Significance (SONS) on April 29. This desig= nation built on the efforts
already underway from day one to leverage the full resources from across
the federal government and ensure that all resources are brought to bear in
response to this event.
A SONS designation recognizes the need for a strategic management
framework that ensures full engagement at the highest levels of the
administration via the National Incident Commander. There is no additional
funding or authority that comes with a SONS designation, as that authority
already existed prior to this designation.
As part of the designation of the BP Oil Spill as a Spill of National
Significance, Secretary Napolitano announced that U.S. Coast Guard
Commandant Admiral Thad Allen will serve as the Natio= nal Incident
Commander on May 1 for the administration's continued, coordinated
response—providing additional coordinated oversight in leveraging eve= ry
available resource to respond to the BP oil spill and minimize the associat=
ed environmental risks.
As National Incident Commander, Admiral A= llen will continue to work
closely with Coast Guard Rear Admiral Mary Landry, the federal on-scene
coordinator, and the Departments of Homeland Security, Defense, Interior
and Commerce, the Environmental Protection Agency and other federal
departments and agencies as appropriate—as well as BP, = the responsible
party in the spill—to ensure the efficient continued depl= oyment and
coordination of vital response assets, personnel and equipment that were
activated immediately after the spill began.

Joint DHS-DOI Investigat= ion:



Early on, the President directed respondi= ng agencies to not only devote
every resource to respond to this incident but to also determine its cause.
Secretary Napolitano and Secretary Salazar signed an order establishing the
next steps for a joint investigation that is currently underway into the
causes of the explosion of the drilling rig Deepwater Horizon in the Gulf of
Mexico. The U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) and the Minerals Management Service
(MMS) share jurisdiction for the invest= igation.
The joint investigation, which began on A= pril 21, will have the power to
issue subpoenas, hold public hearings, call witnesses, and take other steps
that may be needed to determine the cause of the incident. It is proceeding
under a Joint Statement of Principles and Convening Order, which convenes
the formal joint investigation, and a Memorandum of Agreement, which lays
out r= oles and responsibilities that relate to each agency’s area of
expertise.<= /font>

 

Fishing Restrictions<= /font>

NOAA is restricting fishing for a minimum of ten days in federal waters most
affected by the BP oil spill, largely between Louisiana state waters at the
mouth of the Mississippi River to waters off Florida’s Pensacola Bay. The
closure is effective immediat= ely. This order balances economic and health
concerns and only closes those areas affected by oil. Details can be found
here<= /a>.
Statement from Harlon Pearce, Chairman, L= ouisiana Seafood Promotion
and Marketing Board: “The precautionary closure of = the federal waters off
the coast of Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama and part of Florida is a
necessary action to insure the citizens of the United States and abroad that
our seafood will maintain the highest level of quality we expect from the
Gulf of Mexico. As chairman of  the Louisiana Seafo= od Promotion and
Marketing Board, I applaud Dr.  Lubchenco’s decisi= on to insure everyone
that all seafood in the Gulf is of the highest quality and is safe to eat.” <=
/font>
Statement from Ewell Smith, Executive Dir= ector, Louisiana Seafood Board:
“We Support NOAA’s precautionary closu= re of the affected area so that
the American consumer has confidence that the seafood they eat is safe.  It
is also very important to underscore the fact that this closure is only the
affected area of the Gulf of Mexico, not the entire Gulf.  The state waters of
Louisiana West of the Missis= sippi River are still open and the seafood
coming from that area is safe.  T= hat portion of waters represents about
77% of Louisiana seafood production of a 2.4 billion dollar economic impact
to the state.”

 

Editorials and Validations:

Mobile (Ala.) Press-Register “Edito= rial: Smart to put Coast Guard
commandant in charge:” THE BEST move by the = Obama administration
since the Deepwater Horizon rig caught fire is putting Adm. Thad Allen,
commandant of the U.S. Coast Guard, in charge. LINK

 

CONTACT INFORMATION

To report oiled shoreline or request volun= teer information: (866)-448-5816
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To submit alternative response technology, services or products: (281) 366-5511

To submit your vessel as a vessel of oppor= tunity skimming system: (281) 366-
5511

To submit a claim for damages: (800) 440-0= 858

To report oiled wildlife: (866) 557-1401

To contact the Deepwater Horizon Joint Inf= ormation Center: (985) 902-5231

----- Forwarded by S= teve Mason/R6/USEPA/US on 05/17/2010 06:42 AM ----- 
From: Steve Mason/R6/USEPA/US

To:

"Bonn, Joseph" <Joseph.=
D.Bonn@uscg.mil>, David
Chung/DC/USEPA/US@EPA,
Eugene
Lee/DC/USEPA/US@EPA

Cc:
"Marineau, Jason LT" <J=
ason.P.Marineau@uscg.mil>,
Joseph.D.Bonn@uscg.mil

Date: 05/04/2010 11:03 PM

Subject: Re: Region VI RCP & ORG
CHART

Here you go.... 

It is also posted on our RRT webpage at: 

Faithfully yours
Steve

"Frequently, my thoughts get bored and walk 
down to my mouth. Often, this is a bad thing." 

Steve Mason, EPA Region 6 (6SF-PE)
1445 Ross Avenue, Dallas, TX  75202
214-665-2276   /   214-665-2278 fax

From: "Bonn, Joseph" <Joseph.=
D.Bonn@uscg.mil>

To: Steve
Mason/R6/USEPA/US@EPA

Cc: "Marineau, Jason LT" <J=
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ason.P.Marineau@uscg.mil>
Date: 05/04/2010 08:24 AM

Subject: Region VI RCP & ORG
CHART=

Steve,

 I just got an additional request for a Region VI Organization Chart with agencies
and POC names if possible.

Joe Bonn

Very respectfully,

Joseph D. Bonn
OPA '90 Area Contingency Planning
USCG Headquarters (CG-5332),
Office of Incident Management and Preparedness,
Oil and Hazardous Substances Division
Office: (202) 372-2250
Fax:     (202) 372-2905
E-mail: Joseph.D.Bonn@uscg.mil

----- Forwarded by S= teve Mason/R6/USEPA/US on 05/17/2010 06:42 AM ----- 

From: Steve
Mason/R6/USEPA/US

To: Craig
Carroll/R6/USEPA/US@EPA

Date: 05/04/2010 09:51 AM

Subject:

Fw: Emailing: BP -
Daulphin Island - Day 2
001, BP - Daulphin Island
- Day 2 002, BP -
Daulphin Island - Day 2
003, BP - Daulphin Island
- Day 2 004, BP -
Daulphin Island - Day 2
005, BP - Daulphin Island
- Day 2 006, BP -
Daulphin Island - Day 2
007, BP - Da

Faithfully yours
Steve

"Frequently, my thoughts get bored and walk 
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down to my mouth. Often, this is a bad thing." 

Steve Mason, EPA Region 6 (6SF-PE)
1445 Ross Avenue, Dallas, TX  75202
214-665-2276   /   214-665-2278 fax

----- Forwarded by S= teve Mason/R6/USEPA/US on 05/04/2010 09:50 AM ----- 

From: "Dan Koons"
<DanK@ciage= nt.com>

To: Steve
Mason/R6/USEPA/US@EPA

Date: 05/04/2010 09:48 AM

Subject:

Emailing: BP - Daulphin
Island - Day 2 001, BP -
Daulphin Island - Day 2
002, BP - Daulphin Island
- Day 2 003, BP -
Daulphin Island - Day 2
004, BP - Daulphin Island
- Day 2 005, BP -
Daulphin Island - Day 2
006, BP - Daulphin Island
- Day 2 007, BP - Da

 <<BP - Daulphin Island - Day 2 001.jpg&g= t;> He <<BP - Daulphin Island -
Day 2 002.jpg>> y  <<BP - Daulphin Island - Day 2 003.jpg&= gt;> St <<BP -
Daulphin Island - Day 2 004.jpg>> ev <<BP - Daulphin Island - Day 2
005.jpg>> e, <<BP - Daulphin Island - Day 2 006.jpg>> t <<BP - Daulphin
Island - Day 2 007.jpg>> ha <<BP - Daulphin Island - Day 2 008.jpg>> nk 
<<BP - Daulphin Island - Day 2 009.jpg>> s  <<BP - Daulphin Island - Day
2 010.jpg>> fo <<BP - Daulphin Island - Day 2 011.jpg>> r  <<BP -
Daulphin Island - Day 2 012.jpg>> th <<BP - Daulphin Island - Day 2
013.jpg>> e  <<BP - Daulphin Island - Day 2 014.jpg>> up <<BP - Daulphin
Island - Day 2 015.jpg>> date! 

Here are some photos of the C.I.Agent/Hesco Shoreline Oil Barrier System
being deployed on the north shore Daulphin Island, AL.
Might be an alternative solution for shoreline protection in Region 6.

                            
Your message is ready to be sent with the following file or link
attachments:

BP - Daulphin Island - Day 2 001
BP - Daulphin Island - Day 2 002
BP - Daulphin Island - Day 2 003
BP - Daulphin Island - Day 2 004
BP - Daulphin Island - Day 2 005
BP - Daulphin Island - Day 2 006
BP - Daulphin Island - Day 2 007
BP - Daulphin Island - Day 2 008
BP - Daulphin Island - Day 2 009
BP - Daulphin Island - Day 2 010
BP - Daulphin Island - Day 2 011
BP - Daulphin Island - Day 2 012
BP - Daulphin Island - Day 2 013
BP - Daulphin Island - Day 2 014
BP - Daulphin Island - Day 2 015
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Note: To protect against computer viruses, e-mail programs may prevent
sending or receiving certain types of file attachments.  Check your
e-mail security settings to determine how attachments are handled.

----- Forwarded by S= teve Mason/R6/USEPA/US on 05/17/2010 06:42 AM ----- 

From: Steve
Mason/R6/USEPA/US

To:
"Lightner, Louis
(HHS/ASPR/OPEO= )"
<Louis.Lightner@hhs.gov>

Cc: James
Staves/R6/USEPA/US@EPA

Date: 05/04/2010 11:06 PM
Subject: Re: Feds at UCP

Jim, can you send Louis a org chart from Robert, or a phone list if they have
one... 

thanks... 

Faithfully yours
Steve

"Frequently, my thoughts get bored and walk 
down to my mouth. Often, this is a bad thing." 

Steve Mason, EPA Region 6 (6SF-PE)
1445 Ross Avenue, Dallas, TX  75202
214-665-2276   /   214-665-2278 fax

From:
"Lightner, Louis
(HHS/ASPR/OPEO= )"
<Louis.Lightner@hhs.gov>

To: Steve
Mason/R6/USEPA/US@EPA

Date: 05/04/2010 12:49 PM
Subject: Feds at UCP

Steve,
Do you have a listing of the Feds at the Roberts UCP?
Skip 
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----- Forwarded by S= teve Mason/R6/USEPA/US on 05/17/2010 06:42 AM ----- 
From: Steve Mason/R6/USEPA/US

To:

Betty
Williamson/R6/USEPA/US@EPA,
Sam
Coleman/R6/USEPA/US@EPA,
Mark
Hansen/R6/USEPA/US@EPA,
Ronnie Crossland/R6/U=
SEPA/US@EPA, Susan
Webster/R6/USEPA/US@EPA,
Craig
Carroll/R6/USEPA/US@EPA

Date: 05/04/2010 11:08 PM

Subject: FW:  Oil Response Safety
Issues=

----- Forwarded by S= teve Mason/R6/USEPA/US on 05/04/2010 11:07 PM ----- 

From:
"Wingo, Dean - OSHA"
<W=
ingo.Dean@dol.gov>

To: Steve
Mason/R6/USEPA/US@EPA

Date: 05/04/2010 10:22 AM

Subject: RE: Fw: Oil Response
Safety Issues

We are working on this issue and there is a lot of confusion about the training. I
am currently in transit to Houma to work with the BP staff on this. 

They intend to use volunteers to ONLY pick up debris/rubish on the beaches prior
to landfall of any oil....they have a basic safety orientation they will be doing for
those "volunteers&qu= ot;....they do not plan to use any volunteers for oil clean
up...the oil clean up folks will be provided haz woper training per osha
requirement...again they do not plan to use volunteers to do oil clean up , only
beach clean up prior to any oil getting there...if you need any more information
on this I can give you a call when we get to Houma...DeanW 

----- Forwarded by S= teve Mason/R6/USEPA/US on 05/17/2010 06:42 AM ----- 

From: Steve
Mason/R6/USEPA/US
"Wingo, Dean -
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To: OSHA" <W=
ingo.Dean@dol.gov>

Date: 05/04/2010 11:08
PM

Subject:
RE: Fw: Oil
Response Safety
Issues

thanks for the explanation on this..= . 

Faithfully yours
Steve

"Frequently, my thoughts get bored and walk 
down to my mouth. Often, this is a bad thing." 

Steve Mason, EPA Region 6 (6SF-PE)
1445 Ross Avenue, Dallas, TX  75202
214-665-2276   /   214-665-2278 fax

From:
"Wingo, Dean - OSHA"
<W=
ingo.Dean@dol.gov>

To: Steve
Mason/R6/USEPA/US@EPA

Date: 05/04/2010 10:22 AM

Subject: RE: Fw: Oil Response
Safety Issues

Steve, Yes I am....we are working on this issue and there is a lot of confusion
about the training. I am currently in transit to Houma to work with the BP staff
on this. They intend to use volunteers to ONLY pick up debris/rubish on the
beaches prior to landfall of any oil....they have a basic safety orientation they will
be doing for those "volunteers"....they do not plan to use any volunteers for oil
clean up...the oil clean up folks will be provided haz woper traini= ng per osha
requirement...again they do not plan to use volunteers to do oil clean up , only
beach clean up prior to any oil getting there...if you need any more information
on this I can give you a call when we get to Houma...DeanW 

From: Mason.Steve@epamail.epa.gov [mailto:Mason.Steve@epamail.epa.gov]
Sent: Mon 5/3/2010 4:03 PM
To: Carroll.Craig@epamail.epa.gov; Wingo, Dean - OSHA; Wheeler, Young - OSHA
Cc: Moore.Gary@epamail.epa.gov; Martin.John@epamail.epa.gov; Zehner.War=
ren@epamail.epa.gov
Subject: Re: Fw: Oil Response Safety Issues
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Everything that I have seen come from BP to this point states that all volunteers
that they employ will need to have the "required training as prescribed by OSHA
and/or EPA."= 

Dean, are ya'll plugged into the volunteer training discussions at the Area /
Unified Command ? 

Faithfully yours
Steve

"Frequently, my thoughts get bored and walk 
down to my mouth. Often, this is a bad thing." 

Steve Mason, EPA Region 6 (6SF-PE)
1445 Ross Avenue, Dallas, TX  75202
214-665-2276   /   214-665-2278 fax

From: Craig Carroll/R6/USEPA/U= S

To: Steve
Mason/R6/USEPA/US@EPA

Cc:

Warren
Zehner/R6/USEPA/US@EPA,
John
Martin/R6/USEPA/US@EPA,
Betty
Williamson/R6/USEPA/US@EPA,
Gary Moore/R6/USE=
PA/US@EPA

Date: 05/03/2010 01:59 PM
Subject: Fw: Oil Response Safety Issues

Gary, would you get some feedback on Brian's concerns from USCG  and send to
Steve. 

Steve would you get a response from Dean and Wheeler on Brian's concerns.
 Thanks 
----- Forwarded by Craig Carroll/R6/USEPA/US on 05/03/2010 01:48 PM -----
From: Brian Kovak/ERT/R2/USEPA= /US
To: Shane Hitchcock/R4/USEPA/US@EPA, Cra= ig Carroll/R6/USEPA/US@EPA
Cc: Dave Wright/ERT/R2/USEPA/US@EPA, Har= ry Compton/ERT/R2/USEPA/US@EPA
Date: 05/03/2010 12:51 PM

Oil Response Safety Issues 

Shane and Craig, 
As Co-Chair of the NRT Worker Safety and Health Committee, I have been
discussing the safety needs for the gulf coast oil spill response with the safety



managers in the federal community.  One of the big concerns is the use and training
of volunteers in the clean-up effort.  We need to make sure that any workers we
oversee are properly trained.  A= pparently, BP has put out the call for a lot of
volunteers and has posted sign-up information on a website: <= font size=3D2
color=3Dblue face=3D"sans-serif">http://oilspillvolunteers= .com/.  The home page
has a paragraph addressing training, which is asking: 

"OSHA, BP, Transocean, Homeland Security, USCG, NOAA, EPA,
Department of the Interior - We need to hear from you. We have 4300+ people
eager to be trained and eager to jump into action when the oil comes ashore. How
do they get training? What can they do to help with the cleanup?"<= /font> 

They also have a contractor providing 2 hour oil spill awareness training for
volunteers in Mississippi for assessment work but it does not qualify them for clean-
up work.

Have you been involved in any of these discussions with the USCG, the States or
BP?  I know R6 has requested support from NIH/NIEHS and they have just sent two
of their representatives (Chip Hughes and Jim Remington) from NIEHS to LA to
assist with implementing oil spill response training.  We should make sure that we
have a comprehensive safety training program in place for all oil response workers.
 If they are not 40 hour Hazwoper trained, they should at least go through an initial
4 hour oil response training program similar to what NIEHS has put together.  =
;This is the minimum training being required by OSHA. 

One of the issues with using volunteers is the liability if they get injured or exposed
to hazards.  Volunteers that are organized and are attached to"'volunteer
organizations" places the control and liability of the volunteers on the organization.
 If BP is recruiting volunteers and organizing them, they then become the volunteer
organization.  Our OSC's should be cautious when allowing the use of any "walk-on"
volunteers who are not trained and attached to volunteer organizations as they may
then be considered "federal employees" for the purpose of the response and clean-
up for any liability issues- which could include medical treatment and workers comp
claims.  The NRT WS&H Subcommit= tee is working on developing a technical
assistance document and guidelines for the use of volunteers.   

Are you currently in the process of standing up an IMT or are you part of the Unified
Command structure with USCG, BP and the Federal and State stakeholders?  I am
looking to get an idea of how the safety program is being organized and who has
the lead.  We should make sure that not only are the safety training needs being
met but also that a Health and Safety Plan is being developed and that a Job
Hazard Analysis is being conducted as part of the HASP.   We also need to make
sure that the proper safety messages are being put out and that they are consistent
betwe= en the organizations involved.  Please let me know if you have any questi=
ons. 

Thanks, Brian   

Brian Kovak, RPIH 
National Safety, Health and Environmental Manager 
USEPA OSWER / Environmental Response Team
Edison, New Jersey  08837
Phone:  732 321-6609
Fax:       732 321-6724
Cell:       908 202-9848

3dhttp://oilspillvolunteers.com/
3dhttp://oilspillvolunteers.com/
3dhttp://oilspillvolunteers.com/


----- Forwarded by S= teve Mason/R6/USEPA/US on 05/17/2010 06:42 AM ----- 

From: Steve
Mason/R6/USEPA/US

To:
"Vollmer, Art, NMENV"
<=
art.vollmer@state.nm.us>

Date: 05/04/2010 11:15 PM

Subject:

RE: FW: Update on
Administration-wide
response efforts in the
Gulf Coast

welcome aboard to the RRT 

Faithfully yours
Steve

"Frequently, my thoughts get bored and walk 
down to my mouth. Often, this is a bad thing." 

Steve Mason, EPA Region 6 (6SF-PE)
1445 Ross Avenue, Dallas, TX  75202
214-665-2276   /   214-665-2278 fax

From: "Vollmer, Art, NMENV" <=
art.vollmer@state.nm.us>

To: Steve
Mason/R6/USEPA/US@EPA

Date: 05/04/2010 09:23 AM

Subject:

RE: FW: Update on
Administration-wide
response efforts in the
Gulf Coast

My cell phone is 505-660-8411.  NMED's emergency notification number is 505-827-
9329 which goes to state police dispatch who then call us.  NMED also has an
emergency pager (505-949-= 4949) which one of my staff carries 24/7. 
  
Art Vollmer 



Compliance Program Manager 
NMED Hazardous Waste Bureau 
Phone: (505) 476-6004 
P   Please consider the environment before printing. 
  

From: Mason.Steve@epamail.epa.gov [mailto:Mason.Steve@epamail.epa.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, May 04, 2010 7:14 AM
To: Vollmer, Art, NMENV
Subject: Re: FW: Update on Administration-wide response efforts in the Gulf Coast

Can you send me your cell phone numb= er also for the Directory... we do not
publicly release that directory... 

Faithfully yours
Steve

"Frequently, my thoughts get bored and walk 
down to my mouth. Often, this is a bad thing." 

Steve Mason, EPA Region 6 (6SF-PE)
1445 Ross Avenue, Dallas, TX  75202
214-665-2276   /   214-665-2278 fax

From: "Vollmer, Art, NMEN= V"
<art.vollmer@state.nm.us>

To: Steve
Mason/R6/USEPA/US@EPA

Date: 05/03/2010 02:27 PM

Subject:

FW: Update on
Administration-wide re=
sponse efforts in the Gulf
Coast

Steve Connolly has resigned from NMED.  Please replace him with me as your
contact for the NMED Hazardous Waste Bureau. 
 
Art Vollmer 
Compliance Program Manager 
NMED Hazardous Waste Bureau 
Phone: (505) 476-6004 
P   Please consider the environm= ent before printing. 
------------------------------------------- 
From: Mason.= Steve@epamail.epa.gov[SMTP:MASON.STEVE@EPAMAIL.EPA.GOV] 
Sent: Saturd= ay, May 01, 2010 12:51:28 PM 
To: Aimee.Be= veridge@rrc.state.tx.us; barry.joffrion@placidrefining.com; 
bonnie.mckelvey@oem.ok.gov; Brit.Featherston@usdoj.gov; 

3dmailto:Mason.Steve@epamail.epa.gov


buzz.martin@glo.state.tx.us; byron.ellington@rrc.state.tx.us; 
camille.r.destafney@navy.mil; campagna.philip@epa.gov; 
carroll.craig@epa.gov; charlie.henry@noaa.gov; 
chris.foreman@adem.arkansas.gov; constantine.g.marinos@usace.army.mil; 
dan.crawford@gsa.gov; Bahar, Dana, NMENV; 
daniel.e.jaramillo@nm.ngb.army.mil; david.w.sills@usace.army.mil; 
dedrick.hoskins@us.army.mil; Dewayne.White@dps.la.gov; 
don.macpherson@ic.fbi.gov; donald.hall@txdps.state.tx.us; 
fred.liebe@oem.ok.gov; gary.a.stangeland@usace.army.mil; 
gary.gordon@dhs.gov; gene.dunegan@dps.la.gov; 
greg.pollock@glo.state.tx.us; gregory=5Fhogue@ios.doi.gov; 
Harold.Wright@mms.gov; hilary.gafford@westonsolutions.com; 
James=5FLoach@nps.gov; James.E.Hanzalik@uscg.mil; james.wallace@spr.doe.gov; 
jeff.meyers@la.gov; jessica.white@noaa.gov; jet.hays@tx.ngb.army.mil; 
Jim=5FConroy@nps.gov; jimoverman@att.net; jlewelli@tceq.state.tx.us; 
john.haynes@ttuhsc.edu; john.tintera@rrc.state.tx.us; 
jt.ewing@glo.state.tx.us; jtemperilli@wittassociates.com; 
karen.g.price@la.gov; Karolien.Debusschere@la.gov; 
kcrunk@tceq.state.tx.us; kenny.harmon@adem.arkansas.gov; 
Larry.I.Mendoza@usace.army.mil; laverm-young@us.army.mil; 
Shin, Lee, DHSEM; linda.howell@nrc.gov; lorie.lafon@dhs.gov; 
louis.lightner@hhs.gov; lynne.moss@deq.ok.gov; manuel.espinosa@dot.gov; 
marcus.hatley@ar.ngb.army.mil; mason.steve@epa.gov; 
michael.baccigalopi@glo.state.tx.us; mick.cote@hhs.gov; 
mike.davenport@navy.mil; mike.goldsworthy@dhs.gov; monty.elder@deq.ok.gov; 
mould.kevin@epa.gov; Parette@adeq.state.ar.us; patrick.brady@bnsf.com; 
Patrick.neal@spr.doe.gov; paul.d.krebs@usace.army.mil; 
Paul.Gilbreath@hq.dhs.gov; peter.ricca@la.gov; Peter.troedsson@uscg.mil; 
petersen.chris@epa.gov; PoynterRM@state.gov; Richard.mcdaniel@deq.ok.gov; 
rick.shutt@spr.doe.gov; robert.hominick@gsa.gov; roland.guidry@la.gov; 
rsimmons@es2-inc.com; Russ.Peery@gsa.gov; smcdonald@fs.fed.us; 
spweaver@fs.fed.us; stephen=5Fspencer@ios.doi.gov; Connolly, Stephen, NMENV; 
stephen.hurst@fmcsa.dot.gov; Syed.M.Qadir@uscg.mil; tjobrien@up.com; 
vanderhoff@adeq.state.ar.us; wade.parks@txdps.state.tx.us; 
webb.christine@dol.gov; wheeler.young@dol.gov; william.gibson@spr.doe.gov; 
william.gross1@conus.army.mil; william.miertschin@rrc.state.tx.us; 
William.w.goetzee@uscg.mil; wingo.dean@dol.gov; young.patrick@epa.gov; 
Hansen.Mark@epamail.epa.gov; Crossland.Ronnie@epamail.epa.gov; 
Staves.James@epamail.epa.gov 
Cc: R6=5FOSC= @epamail.epa.gov; Coleman.Sam@epamail.epa.gov; McFarlane,
Earle 
Subject: Upd= ate on Administration-wide response efforts in the Gulf Coast 
Auto forwarded by a Rule

DATE: May 01, 2010 13:44:31 CST 

Update on Administration-wide response efforts in the Gulf Coast=

Deepwater Horizon Incident= 
Joint Information Center

Phone: (985) 902-5231
(985) 902-5240

The response to the BP Oil Spill began as an emergency search and rescue mission
by the U.S. Coast Guard and other partners on April 20.

Concurrently, command center operations were stood up imm= ediately in the Gulf



Coast to begin also addressing the environmental impact of the incident.

The morning after the explosion, Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar deployed
Deputy Secretary David J. Hayes down to the gulf to assist with coordination and
response to the incident.

The Administration immediately began holding regular calls with BP leadership and
numerous senior-level meetings have been held between the administration and BP
to discuss BP's response effort and federal overs= ight and support.

The National Response Team (NRT), an organization of 16 federal departments and
agencies responsible for coordinating emergency preparedness and response to oil
and hazardous substance pollution incidents was quickly activated and a coordinated
group of federal partners-including the United States Coast Guard, Departments of
Homeland Security, Commerce, Interior and the Environmental Protection Agency-
immediately began directing and overseeing BP's response.

The President immediately began actively monitoring the incident and consulting on
the response. The President has been in contact with all the governors of the states
that may be affected and ordered that the administration use every single available
resource at our disposal.

The Department of Defense is fully integrated into the DHS-led team and fully
supportive of all response activities. Navy assets have been involved since day #1,
and the Coast Guard and Department of Defense continue to work closely together,
anticipating requirements, ident= ifying response options, and rapidly providing
response support.

The Secretary of Defense has approved a request for two C-130 aircraft with
Modular Aerial Spray Systems (MASS), which are currently en route to the affected
area. The Coast Guard has requested assistance from the Department of Defense for
these aircraft.

These aircraft dispense the same dispersant chemical being used by BP and the
federal responders. Each system is capable of covering up to 250 acres per flight
with three flights per aircraft per day.<= font size=3D3>

Additionally, in direct support of the Coast Guard under an existing pollution clean-
up and salvage operations agreement, the Navy is providing a variety of oil pollution
control equipment. The Navy has sent thousands of feet of inflatable oil boom with
mooring equipment, sever= al skimming systems, related support gear, and
personnel to support oil spill response efforts. Naval Air Station Pensacola is serving
as a staging facil= ity for Coast Guard contractor-provided equipment.

To prepare for the possible spreading of the oil slick across the Gulf Coast and in
support of the 2nd Unified command Center in Mobile, Ala., Department of Defense
is airlifting additional boom materi= als to Mobile later today. The booms are
currently located on four tractor trailers to expedite transportation on the receiving
end.

Early on, the President directed responding agencies to not only devote every
resource to respond to this incident but to also determine its cause. Earlier this
week, Secretary of Homeland Security Janet Napolitano and Secretary of the Interior
Ken Salazar laid out the next steps for the investigation.

The President has also dispatched Secretary Napolitano, Secretary Salazar, EPA
Administrator Jackson, Assistant to the President for Energy and Climate Change
Policy Carol Browner and NOAA Administrator Jane Lubchenco to the Gulf Coast to
ensure all is being done to respond to this oil spill.



Secretary Napolitano announced that this incident is a spill of national significance,
the Department of Interior has announced that they will be sending SWAT teams to
the Gulf to inspect all platforms and rigs, and the EPA is conducting air monitoring
activities to gather information on the impact of the controlled burn on air quality.

As part of the designation of the BP Oil Spill as a Spill of National Significance,
Secretary Napolitano has announced that U.S. Coast Guard Commandant Admiral
Thad Allen will serve as the National Incide= nt Commander for the administration's
continued, coordinated response—pr= oviding additional authority and oversight in
leveraging every available resource to respond to the BP oil spill and minimize the
associated environmental risks.

As National Incident Commander, Admiral Allen will contin= ue to work closely with
Coast Guard Rear Admiral Mary Landry, the federal on-scene coordinator, and the
Departments of Homeland Security, Defense, Interior and Commerce, the
Environmental Protection Agency and other federal departments and agencies as
appropriate—as well as BP, the responsible party in the spill—to ensure the efficient
continued deployment and c= oordination of vital response assets, personnel and
equipment that were activated immed= iately after the spill began.

To keep the public informed about the latest, validated environmental air and water
sampling results, EPA has launched a dedicated website at = www.epa.gov/bpspill,
which will also provide information on the broader federal response.

For overall information about the response effort the pub= lic can go to <=
u>www.deepwaterhorizonresponse.com

In response to the BP oil spill, the Secretary of Defense is authorizing under title 32
the mobilization of the Louisiana National Guard to help in the ongoing efforts to
assist local communities in the cleanup and removal of oil and to protect critical
habitats from contaminat= ion. As the responsible party in this incident, the
government will hold BP accountable for the costs of the deployment.

The Minerals Management Service remains in contact with all oil and gas operators
in the sheen area. Two platforms have stopped production and one has been
evacuated as a safety measure. Approximately 6.2 million cubic feet of natural gas is
shut-in—less than one-tenth = of a percent of daily gas production in the Gulf of
Mexico.

As the nation’s leading scientific resource for oil= spills, NOAA has been on the
scene of the BP spill from the start, providing coordi= nated scientific weather and
biological response services to federal, state and local organizations. NOAA spill
specialists are advising the U.S. Coast Guard on cleanup options as well as advising
all affected federal, state and local partners on sensitive marine resources at risk in
this area of the Gulf of Mexico.

Rapid response teams are staged to deploy to shorelines affected by oil to evaluate
and determine an appropriate clean-up effort to minimize the impact to the
environment.

A volunteer program has been established and a toll-free number—(866)-448-5816
—set up for people to call to learn about = volunteer opportunities in all areas and
what training is required.

By the Numbers to Date:

Personnel were quickly deployed and nearly 2,000 are cur= rently responding
to protect the shoreline and wildlife—hundreds more than y= esterday.

3dhttps://www.piersystem.com/www.epa.gov/bpspill
3dhttps://www.piersystem.com/www.epa.gov/bpspill
file:////c/3D"https://www.piersystem.com/Update
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Subject:

Approximately 75 response vessels have been responding on site, including
skimmers, tugs, barges, and recovery vessels to assist in containment and
cleanup efforts—in addition to dozens of aircraft, remotely operated vehicles,
and multiple mobile offshore drilling units.
More than 275,000 feet of boom (barrier) have been deplo= yed to contain
the spill—an increase of nearly 60,000 feet since yesterda= y. An additional
316,470 feet is available.
More than 1 million gallons of an oil-water mix have been recovered—an
increase of approximately 150,000 gallons since yesterda= y.
Nearly 143,000 gallons of dispersant have been deployed&= #8212;an
increase of more than 3,500 gallons since yesterday. An additional 68,300
gallons are available.
Six staging areas (Biloxi, Miss., Pensacola, Fla., Venic= e, La., Pascagoula,
Miss. and Theodore, Ala., and Port Sulphur, La.) were set up to protect
sensitive shorelines.
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----- Forwarded by S= teve Mason/R6/USEPA/US on 05/17/2010 06:42 AM ----- 

From: Steve
Mason/R6/USEPA/US

To: Craig
Carroll/R6/USEPA/US@EPA

Date: 05/04/2010 11:18 PM

Subject: Fw: NCP Authority of EPA
RRT Co-Chair

looks like you have the power... rem= ember, the old saying about absolute



power.... also, the word insubordination is always lurking around the corner.... 

not to be sucking up, but you have d= one a great job as the RRT co-chair during
this event.... 

Faithfully yours
Steve

"Frequently, my thoughts get bored and walk 
down to my mouth. Often, this is a bad thing." 

Steve Mason, EPA Region 6 (6SF-PE)
1445 Ross Avenue, Dallas, TX  75202
214-665-2276   /   214-665-2278 fax

----- Forwarded by S= teve Mason/R6/USEPA/US on 05/04/2010 11:17 PM ----- 

From: Edwin
Quinones/R6/USEPA/US

To: Craig
Carroll/R6/USEPA/US@EPA

Cc:

Mark
Peycke/R6/USEPA/US@EPA,
Steve M=
ason/R6/USEPA/US@EPA,
Susan
Webster/R6/USEPA/US@EPA,
James
Bove/DC/USEPA/US@EPA

Date: 05/04/2010 04:47 PM

Subject: Re: NCP Authority of EPA
RRT Co-Chair

(b) (5)



Ed Q. 
x8035 
469-463-5487 

NCP
Authority
of EPA=
RRT Co-
Chair

Craig
Carroll to: Edwin

Quinones
05/04/2010
02:44 PM

Cc:

Mark
Peycke,
Susan
Webs=
ter,
Steve
Mason

Craig Carroll
Chief, Emergency Readiness Section
EPA Region 6 
Ph:  214-665-2220
Fax:  214-665-9718 

----- Forwarded by S= teve Mason/R6/USEPA/US on 05/17/2010 06:42 AM ----- 
From: Steve Mason/R6/USEPA/US
To: Craig Carroll/R6/USEPA/US@EPA

"Adam Adams" <Adams.Ada=
m@epa.gov>, "Roberto Bernier"
<Bernier.Roberto@epa.gov>,
"Nicolas Brescia"
<Brescia.Nicolas@epa.gov>, "Eric
Delgado"
<Delgado.Eric@epa.gov>, "Paige
Delgado" <Delgado.Paige@e=
pa.gov>, "Jhana Enders"
<Enders.Jhana@epa.gov>, "Rita

(b) (5)



Cc:

Engblom&q= uot;
<Engblom.Rita@epa.gov>, "Greg
Fife" <Fife.Greg@epa.gov&g= t;,
"Althea Foster"
<Foster.Althea@epa.gov>, "Mark
Hansen&= quot;
<Hansen.Mark@epa.gov>, "Mark
Hayes" <Hayes.Mark@epa.gov&=
gt;, "Nancy Jones"
<Jones.Nancy@epa.gov>, "John
Martin" <Martin.John@epa.gov>,
"Steve Mason"
<Mason.Steve@epa.go= v>,
"Mike McAteer"
<McAteer.Mike@epa.gov>,
"Karen McCormic= k"
<McCormick.Karen@epa.gov>,
"Gary Moore"
<Moore.Gary@epa.= gov>,
"Chris Petersen"
<Petersen.Chris@epa.gov>,
"William Rhotenberry"
<Rhotenberry.William@epa.gov>,
"Jon Rinehart&q= uot;
<Rinehart.Jon@epa.gov>, "Chris
Ruhl" <Ruhl.Christopher@e=
pa.gov>, "Don Smith"
<Smith.Donaldp@epa.gov>,
"Samuel Tates&quo= t;
<Tates.Samuel@epa.gov>,
"Brandi Todd"
<Todd.Brandi@epa.g= ov>,
"Susan Webster"
<Webster.Susan@epa.gov>,
"Warren Zehne= r"
<Zehner.Warren@epa.gov>

Date: 05/04/2010 11:21 PM

Subject: Re: Fw: Ethics News for May
2010

$ 10.00 / hour... I think that is mo= re than we make for phone/response duty....
sign me up.... 

Faithfully yours
Steve

"Frequently, my thoughts get bored and walk 
down to my mouth. Often, this is a bad thing." 

Steve Mason, EPA Region 6 (6SF-PE)
1445 Ross Avenue, Dallas, TX  75202
214-665-2276   /   214-665-2278 fax



From: Craig Carroll/R6/USEPA/US

To:

"Adam Adams" <Adams.Ada= m@epa.gov>, "Roberto Bernier"
<Bernier.Roberto@epa.gov>, "Nicolas Brescia"
<Brescia.Nicolas@epa.gov>, "Eric Delgado" <Delgado.Eric@epa.gov>,
"Paige Delgado" <Delgado.Paige@e= pa.gov>, "Jhana Enders"
<Enders.Jhana@epa.gov>, "Rita Engblom&q= uot;
<Engblom.Rita@epa.gov>, "Greg Fife" <Fife.Greg@epa.gov&g= t;, "Althea
Foster" <Foster.Althea@epa.gov>, "Mark Hayes&q= uot;
<Hayes.Mark@epa.gov>, "Nancy Jones" <Jones.Nancy@epa.gov= >,
"John Martin" <Martin.John@epa.gov>, "Steve Mason"
<Mason.Steve@epa.gov>, "Mike McAteer" <McAteer.Mike@epa.= gov>,
"Karen McCormick" <McCormick.Karen@epa.gov>, "Gary Moore"
<Moore.Gary@epa.gov>, "William Rhotenberry"
<Rhotenberry.William@epa.gov>, "Jon Rinehart" <Rinehart.=
Jon@epa.gov>, "Chris Ruhl" <Ruhl.Christopher@epa.gov>, "Don
Smith&qu= ot; <Smith.Donaldp@epa.gov>, "Brandi Todd"
<Todd.Brandi@epa.= gov>, "Warren Zehner" <Zehner.Warren@epa.gov>,
"Mark Hansen&= quot; <Hansen.Mark@epa.gov>, "Chris Petersen"
<Petersen.Chris@= epa.gov>, "Susan Webster"
<Webster.Susan@epa.gov>, "Samuel Tates= " <Tates.Samuel@epa.gov>

Date: 05/04/2010 10:12 PM
Fw: Ethics News for May 2010<= /table> 

FYI 
Sent by EPA Wireless E-Mail Services= 

    ----- Original Message ----- 
    From: Gilberto Irizarry<= /tt> 
    Sent: 05/04/2010 10:17 PM EDT 
    To: Shane Hitchcock; Matt Taylo= r; Mark Hansen; Craig Carroll 
    Cc: EOC Planning 
    Subject: Fw: Ethics News for May 2010 
Folks: 

See the ethics notes below that rela= ted to the BP Oil Spill. 

  
Gilberto "Tito" Irizarry 
Director, POCD 
Office of Emergency Management, USEP= A 
O: (202) 564-7982  C: (202) 821= -8138 
------------------------------------= ----- 
E-mail sent by Blackberry.  Ple= ase excuse typos. 

    ----- Original Message ----- 
    From: Debbie Dietrich 
    Sent: 05/04/2010 10:01 PM EDT 
    To: Dana Tulis; Gilberto Irizar= ry 
    Subject: Fw: Ethics News for May 2010 
Some interesting comments on the oil spill.  Tito, you may want to
pass on to the Regions. 

Debbie Dietrich
Associate Administrator for Homeland Security
USEPA
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC  20460
Ph   202-564-6978



Subject:

Fax  202-501-0026 
----- Forwarded by D= ebbie Dietrich/DC/USEPA/US on 05/04/2010 10:00
PM ----- 
Ethics
News
for
May =
2010

Justina
Fugh = to:

OGC
National
Ethics
Officials

05/04/2010
04:46 PM

Dear Ethics Colleagues, 
Lots of things to report:   

Welcome to Brenda Mallory! 
Effective March 1, 2010, Brenda Mall= ory was appointed as the
Designated Agency Ethics Official, replacing Pat Hirsch who moved to
a different position in OGC.  We are very happy to have Brenda on
board and hope that she is learning to love ethics work! 

EPA continues our winning streak!= 
We are very proud to announce that t= wo of our training products -
- the DEO online course and the instruction guide to vet political
invitations under the lobbying gift ban -- have both recei= ved
education achievement awards from the Office of Government Ethics
(OGE). 

We are extremely  proud and honored to report that EPA has been
recognized by OGE for demonstrated outstanding achievement in
management of our ethics program.  This is the third year in a row
that the Office of Government Ethics has selected EPA for this
ethics program award.  No other federal agency has ever received
this recognition in consecutive years before.   Congratulatio= ns to
all of you for your terrific work in ensuring that our agency
understands and complies with the federal ethics rules!  To see the
announcement, please see =
http://www.usoge.gov/ethics=5Fguidance/daeograms/10=5Fdaeograms.aspx=

Ethical Implications related to t= he BP oil spill 
We anticipate that there may be ques= tions arising related to the
oil spill and what employees may be able to do ethic= ally in their
official duties or in their personal capacity.  What we hear is
that BP is offering to pay people $10/hour to assist with clean-up
effor= ts.  If any EPA employee wishes to work for BP under this
program, then be advised that you must consider this as an outside
activity undertaken in the employee's personal capacity.  Taking
money from BP will trigger the prior approval requirement as well
as the 18 USC 208 financial conflicts of interest statute.  The
Department of Interior's ethics office has already determined that
it will not permit its employees to accept any money from BP for
activities undertaken by any Interior employee in personal capacity.
 Here at EPA, we have not been asked to make that same deter=
mination. 

In their official capacity, EPA empl= oyees may be assigned to work
in remote locations in response to the oil spill.  We understand
from our colleagues at Interior that BP may offer to provide boxed
lunches or sandwiches to those personnel.  Please be advised that
EPA lacks agency gift acceptance authority.  Therefore, EPA
employees cannot accept any lunch from BP that exceeds $20 at any
one time or a total of $50 for the calendar year.  If EPA employees
are in travel status to these remote locations, then they can submit
ethics travel acceptance forms in advance for OGC's consideration.
 We know that Interior will not be using that authority (31USC
1353); instead, they will be reimbursing BP for those costs
directly. 

OGC/Ethics will be out of the off= ice from May 11-14, 2010 
The 17th National Government Ethics Conference will be held in
Chicago, and we will all be in attendance (well, we have to receive
our awards, after all!).  If you have an ethics emergency, then
please send us an email and we will do our best to get back to you
as soon as possible.  We will be reviewing and approving travel

3dhttp://www.usoge.gov/ethics=5Fguidance/daeogram=
3dhttp://www.usoge.gov/ethics=5Fguidance/daeogram=
3dhttp://www.usoge.gov/ethics=5Fguidance/daeogram=


once a day.   

Thanks for your support and your gre= at ethics questions! 
OGC/Ethics 

Justina Fugh, Senior Counsel for Ethics, fugh.justina@epa.gov or
202-564-1786 
Daniel Fort, Ethics Officer, fort= .daniel@epa.gov or 202-564-2200 
Jennie Keith, Ethics Specialist, keith.jennie@epa.gov or 202-564-
3412 

----- Forwarded by S= teve Mason/R6/USEPA/US on 05/17/2010 06:42 AM
----- 

From: Steve
Mason/R6/USEPA/US

To: Craig
Carroll/R6/USEPA/US@EPA

Date: 05/04/2010 11:28 PM
Subject: RRT call

Let me know if I need to schedule a RRT call tomorrow... 

Faithfully yours
Steve

"Frequently, my thoughts get bored and walk 
down to my mouth. Often, this is a bad thing." 

Steve Mason, EPA Region 6 (6SF-PE)
1445 Ross Avenue, Dallas, TX  75202
214-665-2276   /   214-665-2278 fax
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